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GLOBAL COLLECTIONS
Headline Figures
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PC GLOBAL STUDY 

• First global analysis of private 
copying systems existing all 
around the world

• Prepared by CISAC

Overview
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PRIVATE COPY

• Provides a substantial source of revenues for creators

• Huge differences from one region to the other 

• Positive externalities: 
Reinforcement of creator´s collective management structures

Cultural and social activities/boosts the CCI

Why a global study?
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PC GLOBAL STUDY Goal/purpose
• Identify:

• countries where author´s societies should be in a position to collect
levies under existing laws

• countries where legislation could be drafted/amended in order to
implement the PC compensation or improve the current systems.

• Raise awareness on the importance of PC among:
• Creators

• Governments

• Users and consumers

• Help
• Author´s societies in countries where legislation exists, but lack of:

technical capacities of CMO´s to collect & distribute

support from the Government

appropriate legal implementation
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PC GLOBAL STUDY

• Examines the copyright laws of 191 countries across 5 continents 

• Classifies the countries into four categories from the lowest to 
the highest level of development: 

1. Countries without private copying exception

2. Countries with private copying exception, without compensation 
systems

3. Countries with private copying compensation system, with no 
collection and distribution mechanisms

4. Countries with private copying compensation system, and functioning 
collection and distribution mechanisms 

Structure (1)

7



8

PC GLOBAL STUDY

Each country has an
individual profile split in
three parts:

an overview of the PC    
system

the legal basis 

comments on 
developments in the 
legislation or in the 
jurisprudence (if any)

Structure (2)
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PC GLOBAL STUDY

• Analysing the copyright national laws of each country

• Identifying the international/regional treaties ratified

• Most common data sources: WIPO Lex database + 
webpages of national Copyright offices + international 
studies/surveys

• Information from CISAC societies

• Figures from declarations of CISAC members (amounts 
collected for authors' rights only)

Methodology
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PC GLOBAL STUDY 

Global 

Key figures – Global
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PC GLOBAL STUDY

Total of 
countries 
analyzed

No exception

PC exception
-

No 
compensation

PC exception + 
compensation 

–
No C &D 

mechanisms

PC E+C
–

C & D 
mechanisms

AFRICA 54 7 24 19 4

AMERICA 34 11 17 2 4

ASIA 46 15 22 6 3

EUROPE 43 2 4 10 27

OCEANIA 14 7 7 0 0

Key figures – Per region 
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PC GLOBAL STUDY

• Very broad market, covering:
• EU countries, with high level of protection, 

• Center-Eastern Europe countries, requiring support on legal matters 
and technical assistance

• Directive 2001/29/CE – Art. 5(2)(b) allows PC only if accompanied 
by fair compensation

• Of the 28 EU countries, 2 (UK & Ireland) have no PC system in place

• 5 EU countries (Bulgaria, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Malta & Slovenia) 
have not implemented an effective collective & distribution system 

Focus on Europe
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PC GLOBAL STUDY. Key figures- EU
Countries No 

exception
Exception 

No compensation
Exception

Compensation
No mechanisms

Exception
Compensation
Mechanisms

UK X

Ireland X

Bulgaria
Cyprus
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Slovenia

X

Austria
Belgium
Croatia
Czech Rep
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Spain
Sweden
The 
Netherlands

X
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PC GLOBAL STUDY
Focus on Bulgaria
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PC GLOBAL STUDY
Focus on Bulgaria

• Lack of appropriate implementation of PC legislation
• No effective legal mechanism to allow collection and

distribution
• Very few media covered. Equipment not covered
• Too broad exceptions (reprography)
• Need to adjust the law to the EUCJ case law on PC
• Need to guarantee « fair » compensation to righthloders
• Urgent action from the Goverment is needed to redress

the situation
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CANADA

PC GLOBAL STUDY
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PC GLOBAL STUDY
What is next?

• Use the study as a tool to guide the actions to improve PC 
legislation

• Keep updating and improving it
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THANK YOU !
More information: adriana.moscoso@cisac.org


